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Strangest Pofsc;n Plot for Love of All This Year of Poisonings.

AN FRANCISOD, Aug, T.—Miss! Flor

S ence M. Comphell, when she con-
fessed to the anthor of the poison

plot that so greatly: exclred this clty, Aiso
gave o remuarkable peyelilagical displny.
From her story we know just how 1t fepls
to' dlg 4 pit for duother’s feet and step

o Hto it

Wirlthig  with  the wholly Imagivary
Hangs of grsenle polsoning and gasping
with the very real spigms consequent on
tlie pse of emetlcs, Miss Clampbell was gk
unta ler goul that she had aiftempted the
role of o Borgln With Machalavelnn trim-
miags.

8he got ‘her iden, of course, from ihe
Botkin case—thnt murder which taught a
rew erlme to n thopsand Jealous erazed
womwen. Dunning, the hnsband of Mys,
Botkin's: victim, was a NeWspaper | oorre-
spondetit., Rathom wag alfo & unewspaper
=nrtespondent. The two men svere togell-
o with the amuy before the operatlons
fguinst Sanglage, It wns wery naturnl that
Eathom shonld talk over the awful trage-
ix dn tils delend's affulrs with the. woman

who was to him what Mrs. Botkin was to

Dunning. Miss Campbell, well-born, well-
bred, well-ednested, applled the Rotkin ren.
goning’ tn her ‘own esse and thought ghe
B2 nn |‘r|'|11{!1"t1.f?1!1‘;r o lmprove on the nyui-
der thng sensMrs. Botlkin to prisen for 1400,
There wng o mlxed motlve in the ense, Mrs,
Itathom  was  threatéulug  ler  Lushand
with a dlvorce sult heepuse of his peldtlous
With Afi=® Campbell, and the latfet thonght
Ouf the echeme, In part at lenst, In ordep
thit ghe mlght have something with which
1 Ulgekmall the Injured wife Into silence.

e denptiment of the plot was artistic
and-ekciting. AN

Flrsy the puble heeame aware that sn
attempt had been made to polson Miss
Campbell with argenle In cherries and that
hwr Inndindy, Mrs, Schelb, ihd alwo par-
taken of the sweets 47d lnd 3160 been made
very N,

The next step was the testing of the box
of candled cherrles.

Tilirre if cenpugh arsente heove to kil a
Tend of eows" was the chamist's roport. .

Then the polios sande the dispevery thitt

| thy address on the Uss wog fh the bgna-

writlng of Mrs: John Rathom, whose pos-
sible motive was np deep secret.

8o tar it was all a5 Miss Campbell bhad
pinned.

Then John . Rathom eontered upon fhe
scene, He declatold his positive bellef that
nelther B8 wife por Mlgs Campbell sent the
palsoned eandles, Luf ke was pot prepared
to say that he did not send them himse's,

He made n very frank onnfession of his
own wrong dolngs., He admitted that he
had behaved In a disgraceful waoy toward
both his wife and Mlss Campbell and de-
rolared that he fully deserved any trouble
which might come npom him.

He Introduced farther complications into
the mystery by reveollng o proposition
which he sald Mrs. Schelb, wife of Mr,
Seheth, with whom Miss Gamplell lived,
had made to him. Mr. Beheib came after
the attempied polsonlng and said In effect:

“Your wife sent this box of polsoned ean.
fdy. Stie has nearly polsomed my wife and
Miss Campbell, You must go to her and

mapke her pay the doctors’ bills, an slgn a-

paper that she will leave the SEtate and not
geok a divoree from yon., Then you éan goet
L dlvoree from ler on the ground of de-
gerflon and mapry Mis=z Campbell”

Rehelb stoutly denled that he ever made
such a proposition, and declired that Rath-
om badl utterly distorted what he said.

1t took n month to disentangle the ugly
skeln, Durlng that time Migs Camphell In-
digonnntly demled that she had mailed her-
self the polsoned eandy, but the police
plodded along, proved Mrs. Hathom's inna-
cenee nud  gradually ronght the matter
home to Miss Campbell, and _that young
waman at last confessed 1t all,

“My only' ebject In maillng thig polsoned
candy wns becnnse Mrs. Yathom threatenod
to nse my nome dnd make it publle,” sifd
Miss Chmpbell, when she hail to tell 1t at
last.. “That 1 wonid pe sued ams a coye-
spondent made me do fhis. T Intended
haliling the polsoned candy matter over
Lier hend, and thonght possibly T esuld
frelghten her from. @sitg my fame pob-
Lely, and that wns my whole object in
dolng it ’ .

M nszere you Eonever Bod tny thoeught
4t Infuring  anchigdy, and the puobsaned

eandy was safely tucked In the Hottom of
the hasket, the top layers being perfectly
free from any arsenic.’

Aftey the poldon was recelved Mrs. Soneih
resnlled that eatller In the day some woimin
had 'nquired By telophone swhother Miss
Camphell had recelved a package by mall,
S8he félt sure that It was Mrs. Ruthomn's
volece.

Miss Campbell, however, confessed thaot
she horeelf dld the telephoning, as part of
the plot to Inetlminate Mrs, Rathom

When Miss Campbell retoroed at evening
she found the paekige owaiting hier, She
dld nor letend to open It, but Mrs. Sehelb
recognlzed Mrs. Rathom’s handwriting, a
was curlous, When Mrs. Schalb acensad
ber of heing afrald to pat the eandles, tne
presence of two sewing girls embareassed
hep and she and Mrs. Schelb dld est from
the top lozers

Then Miszs Campbell hegan to feat.

Suppose that the enndies had got shaken
up In the matis! J

Suppose that a little; Just a little; of {he
arsenic had been shaken out of (he knifs.
opencd eandles in the bottom of the bax
anil hod faund s way to that top layoer
while the hox was upside down In the post
offles!

Shppose—-

Mig=  Compbell grew mnaddened by her
supposltions.

She suspected that she was beginnlng fo
foel slek. L o

Yot the sewing girls and Mrs. Schelb
wire there.

She had to concenl her fears and wall.

Perhaps no polgon had heen taken.

It was foollsh te boso frightened,

Then she wondeped what the first symp:
toms of arsenic polsoning were,

Was arsenie & quick polson or a slow
polson?

She tried to think, but there hag been no
polson case In all her girlish experfence.

Yes, the Botkin case—and death, dealh
to two women, wns the story of that
erifue! It svis am awful tlme for young
Miss Camiphelt, dbut slie did oot dare 1o
belray herseff.

Mra. Sahelb mizhe die and she might be

; 5 it W

Canp-

hell, of San Francisco, mailed to lerself a box of poisoned cherries. Her
oon name and address she ent Trome an ald letter written by this other

B“""'”:“q‘r“' she corated another woman's husband Uiss Florenee M.

waman and pasted it on the peckaye.

What she hoped to accomplish was the desiruetion of the reputation of
Mes, John . Bathoom, the ofier sconan, by cwaging ey {o be aecused of at-

fempted miwrder,

A divoree for Rathorn wgs one of the incidentels of her

hapes, awd the cwlmination of her dream was @ wedding thot covered lher errors
with the r-‘(f af o merried nome and drowned the accusalions of the onetime

weife apith the ehime of marviage hells.
That ds wint she dreamed,

But this is what really came to pass:

Wiss Ilorenee M. Campbell wwag Ied by Ter desive to avoid suspivion to sam-

plethe chevvies. from a dayer which she had left elear of the poison.

Then sua

lad wisgivings that periaps the loyers had beeoine mixed, and that she had

reafly poisoned horself aud her friends,
an-antidofe for arscnic,

She flew to a chendist shop and begped

The olerk gave her mustard and soup, and she swal-
lowed the nawseous wiwture wunttl she was siek Indeed,
On e heels of physicol anguish eqme mental distress.

The police found

her oty and at last she comfessed miserably the whole conspiracy, and neie, in-
stead of Widing the ecll of her life forever and crossing out the pagt with mar-
riage Wnes, she has had to blazon forth her history, and the whole country
kmotes ler for kot she is and ohat she did. :
Tlhe Chicf of Police of San Francigos sups there is no punishment for a
woman ache sends poison 1o horself, and Miss Campbell will have an opptr-
tunity 1o degart in peace from a communily where she has cansed a vast amount

af trouble.

Branded ahd!vonvietind a§ the polsoner!

Oy Mrs. Ruthom might be NWadged, and
She didn't want that,

Aps, Selielh Tauzghed and talked and was
unt Mies Camphell perspired and
hezan to fopl an dliness coming on.

She mentioned i, for mental relief.

Mrs. Stheib sald it was nothing—that she,
Loo, did pob foel just pight,

And tlis girl's alarm took suddeh growth,

She wus surely getting slek.

Was It the ‘tlrst of the srmptoms?

Nearly two bhours of the abxlety
pussed away.,

The girl conld stand It no longer.

She got up and ran for the nearest drnz
SLOTe.

“When Mrs. Schelb got sick.” proceeds
Miss Cumpbell’'s own statement, "I took
some of the powdir to the deug stare on

had

Larkin ang Ellls streets, and the boy
told ‘mie there that 1t wis not arsenie,

“T Insisted opon having an antidote ‘any
way.

“He gave me some mpstand and an anti-
dote, 1 asked bim whether -1 should take
the antidote right away, but he srid no, he
would oot take It right away.

“I did not knbw whether [t
polson or the medleine, but I
slpl,

“I webtf lJome and tried 1o get Mre
Selelb to toke some of the antidote, hut
she would nor.

“TI poured some {oto a spoon and took It
myself, for fear I had enten n small par.
ticle 'of the arzeole.’

Bhe Dbeeame worse than ever. Teérror-
stricken, #lie telephoued for Rathom, who
jromptly respended. Rathom snmmoned

wns the
Wis very

i

MRS. JOHN RATHOM ¢

S r"'""_'J.;J TROM _ PROTOERAPH BYRNMALSILER—

AMr, Schelh, whese wife bad unconcernediy
gone to hod.
“Mra. Sclieib is polsoned,” declared Mliss

Campbell, *and she wont take the antl-
dote, Maoke her take j11"

Mr. Sehelb rushed to hig wife's room and
fonnd the sveman peacefully ssleep. He

aroused Loy radels, fearing that the sesm-
Ing #leop wius but a stupor; and o alarm
shd =at upright,
“Ate you polsoned®” ingulred Schelh, who
had the bottle of antidote and a spoon.
“Polsoned? Why, no! Who said T was?’
Migs Campbell then felt sure that only

TITLED GIRL OF TWENTY WOOS OCTOGENARIAN SLULP-
TOR 7AND IS CALMLY REJECTED.

ORI A
/NARIA
COLONNA

l

SCULPTOR.

!
OME, Atz 1.—This Ix=not a leap
yefiy. Nevortheloss i propozal of
marridge hias Leen nmde by a
young anil noble lady of Rome to
an octogenarign, THe youug lady In qgues.
tlon belongs to the Colonna. family: the
same Into which Miss-Fea Mackay married.
The fair gignorina Is artistic In her tnstes,
ang this hos been” the originel tmpelling
power of her ardent afeptlon for M. -Gull-
lnume, the' famons seuliptor of the Fronch
Acalletmy In Rowe, Yousfz women, and old
ores, too, inve sotetlmes popped the quss
thop, bt this Is the Arst tlme on récdrd
the history of human henris when n girl of
tweaty enrnestly entreated a man of elglity
to aarry her. Though the youug woman
pleads the wost disipterested love, the ven-
erpble seulptor continues to be obilnrute.
Daring the eourse of her woolhg of him
e did falter for a short time,  He hesitated
ind asked for time to consider, Thaf he
wihib- hegitntes Is lost was nol sxemplified
i this cuwe, for wilien the dars alliofted for
copeldecation had wla=sed M. Guilaume
Y

=

she hersel? had beem polsowmed. She toak
some more mustarl and ancther antldete,
ind the poetry of life Inded further away
than ever, Rathom had vainly tried to find
a doctor, g0 hie took charge of the case hime-
self: and “he made me take one cup afier
anpther of mustard,” says Miss Campbell

With antidotes and emgtics the young
woman grew g0 slck that ghe could not
swallowy &ty more of the medicine, and
then he began to recover, In the morn-
ing she wis well,

She had not enten any of the arsenlo, of
course, but her Imagination, the mustard
and the aotldote answered the purpose Just
as well

“I zot the basket, I think, from M. Shi-
bata, No. 917 Mnrket street,” gald Miss
Campbell. I purchased the cherries at
the Emporinm. I bought 10 cents' worth
of arsenle, half an ounce, from EBEilaoke's
drug store, on Third street, and I gave
the name of Mrs, R. B. White, and  the
address as No. 480 Harrlson street. I sald
that I wanted It for vermin, and agked
the clerk whether taorpentine wounld. mix
up with it, and he sald it wonld, 1 gor
the arsenle aod put it In the -candled
cherries for the porpose of having the
same snalyzed. Mr. Rathom took the
hasket and cherrles away with him, tha
next morming. I malled the packsge on
Wednesday, Juns 28, to my own address.
The envelope was onc I had recelved from
Mrs. Rathem."

Miss Campbell s p young womsan of
very good family. She Is the youngept
dnughter of the Hon John A, Campbell,
of New Oumberland, W. Vi, and was edu-
cated at Hiram College, Ohlo.

She brought & letter of intro@uction
from Senator Stephen B. Elkins, of West
Virgipla, to Senator George C. Perkins of
Callfarnin.

She dellvered some
fornia, In which she scarified
worman.”

Miss Campbe!l Is stlil In Califorgln, and
there ave ramors of a4 reconcillation in the
RNathom family.

lectures -In

“the npw

golemnly Informed his winsome wooer that
he conld not aceept her fattering proposni.
Solomon, the wise man, wonld hive ae-
coptéd the propaeition, c¢oming  as It did
from rieh ted ponting Roman lps But
Saulptor Guillnume told the yonng women
that He (14 not think there was happiness
in a maorrlage Between May and Descmbers

The exquisite signorina, who moves about
with medineval grace, a doenna alwaFs at
Her hedlg; 1= beart-broken. She has putoon
fhe dark garments of wmeurning She dis
clnres that she I8 virtually a widow, sbd

that she will never 14y sside her widow'd

avieds untll her hery experietods o ehange,

Slgnorina Murla Colondn ‘bhas the black
halr, dark eyes amd live =Ein of her race
Her fnee i oval, Upan It there nsed to play
o singularls sweel smilke. Sinee the sonlptor
rejestedd ler nddresses the swoet gmile la
veplaced by un expression of umiterable
sadness.  There s nothlog forwasd or ob-

frugive in her mannar, and judlging from ber
appearnpes ohe would never think her capa-

ble of making 2 proposel of murriaEel

Call- *



